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Charles Fer6, whose researches and publications on this and kindred themes have 
been sufficiently extensive to guarantee their fitness for the task here assigned 
them. The work does not claim to be a didactic treatise, the authors rightly 
judging that such an undertaking would be premature at the present stage of the 
development of the science. They present, however, a great variety of experi- 
ments, and of facts deduced from personal and careful observation, and furnish 
the reader with the latest results and conclusions concerning this line of study. 
Hauy of the experiments described were performed at the SalpStriere (where M. 
Fer6 is an assistant physician), and were made in accordance with the methods of 
M. Charcot, the chief of the school of the Salpetriere. Among the chapters which 
will attract most attention are those which describe the methods of producing 
hypnotism; its various forms; hypnotic hallucination; application of hypnotism 
to therapeutics, and a consideration of hypnotism and responsibility. The action 
of sesthesiogenie agents in producing hallucination is clearly shown by means of 
experiments. For instance, " After awaking one of our subjects, we showed her 
a Chinese gong and the pad with which it was sounded. The sight of the instru- 
ment alarmed her, and as soon as it was struck she fell into a state of catalepsy. 
After this preparatory experimeut, she was awakened and requested to look at- 
tentively at the gong, and meanwhile a small magnet was brought close to her 
head. In the course of a minute she asserted that she could not see the instrument 
and that it had completely disappeared, and when the gong was sounded, more 
loudly than before, she did not fall into a state of catalepsy, but only looked at it 
with an air of some surprise. Hence it appears that the magnet, in some sense, 
paralysed the vision of the gong; the perception of this object was replaced by a 
corresponding anaesthesia, so that the noise of the gong no longer produced cata- 
lepsy." 

The volume will be of interest to lovers of the marvelous, and of value to the 
scientific observer. 

IV. 

A STUDY IN METEMPSYCHOSIS. 

The transmigration of souls is a subject so full of suggestions that it is a won- 
der some great novelist has not seized upon it as the central idea of a thrilling 
story. The author of "An Unlaid Ghost "* has in part filled this void in literature, 
and has produced a novelette which, with some defects of treatment, commends 
itself as one of originality and power. The historical portion concerns itself with 
the crimes of Poppeea, wife of the Emperor Nero, who is supposed to be sentenced 
to live after death in this world in another form, there to endure the anguish of 
being a cause of misery to others— her very existence bringing a blight upon those 
she loves. This ends the first part. The second is taken up with the history of a 
beautiful and lovable girl who is Poppaea revivibus, though, of course, she does not 
know it. The reader follows with keen interest the trials of this maiden, who, in- 
deed, seems to be the victim of some awful and inexplicable doom, in inflicting in- 
jury where she only wishes to bless. Things right themselves at last, but in a way 
the reader could scarcely anticipate. As we have suggested, the story is one of 
more than ordinary power, holding the reader to rapt attention throughout. 
The defects are rather of the philosophic order than literary. Poppaea dies hum- 
bled and repentant, but her resurrection in the person of the heroine of the second 
part still seems a rather weak illustration of the doctrine of metempsychosis. We 
do not recognize Poppaea in the pure and lovable girl who innocently suffers for 

* " An Unlaid Ghost ; » Study In Metempsychosis." D. Appleton & Co. 
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her. It is not the imperial murderess, but a substitute enduring the penalty of 
sins not her own. In fact, the idea of metempsychosis is lost in that of vicarious 
atonement. The story is a brief one, and, though skilfully told and full of master 
touches, rather confuses than explains the transmigration theory. One or two of 
the incidents seem also a little unlikely. The manner in which t5ir Ashton forces 
his attentions upon Horteuse is, to say the least, peculiar. There is nothing to 
lead up to such a dastardly outrage upon common propriety as is perpetrated with 
such coolness and audacity by a man whose portrait, as here drawn, suggests at 
least a man of some sense of decency. The young Frenchman's indiscretion is far 
more natural, since he thought the game a fair one and had some logic in his rea- 
soning. But these are mere surface blemishes, and we hope the aDonymous writer 
will feel encouraged to continue his labors in this line of literary effort. 



REVELATION AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

Those who desire a brief exposition of the leading principles of Catholicism 
cannot do better than read Mr. Young's translation of Father Broeckaert's treatise 
entitled, "The Fact Divine."* In the first part of this book evangelical and 
orthodox Protestants will find little to condemn or even question, as it deals with 
the subject of the Christian revelation from a standpoint usually accepted by 
Christians of every school. The main feature of the work is its conciseness. The 
author, now deceased, spent much of his time as a tutor and professor in Catholic 
seminaries, and modestly designed this treatise as a kind of text book. There is a 
certain directness and terseness about the paragraphs which suggest this purpose 
to the reader, and which make the book very acceptable to those who want to get 
quickly to the kernel of the subject in band. Thus, the great question of a First 
Cause is stated as follows: " The visible objects which surround us have no exist- 
ence of themselves; therefore they received it from something else, and, in the last 
analysis, from a First Being, who possesses in Himself the cause of His existence." 
From this statement a brief logical argument is set forth as to the personality and 
perfection of God the Creator. One finds no sympathy here with speculative 
philosophy. Original sin is defined as the loss of the sanctifying grace which God 
had bestowed upon man with the duty of preserving, it, rendering necessary the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Evangelical Protestants would add " the work of 
the Holy Spirit." The special providence of God over the Jewish people is recog- 
nized a3 a special miracle, ever pointing to Christ as the Redeemer of the World. 
" Jesus Christ is God, not by a figurative appellation, nor in the sense of Divine 
adoption, nor of a favor," but "in the rigorous acceptation of the term." The 
proof of this is derived from Scripture prophesies, from the life of Christ, the 
teaching of the Apostles, and the uniform belief of the first Christians. This 
in no way differs from the orthodox Protestant view, but the reasoning ignores 
scientific difficulties, which are disposed of en masse by the trite remark : ' ' Nature 
as well as religion has her mysteries." The union of the divine and the human in 
Christ is pronounced hypostatic — neither nature being absorbed by the other, and 
as an illustration, the author suggests the union of the body with the soul, or the 
action of the will Hpon the movements of the body— mysteries which science 
accepts without pretending to explain. The term "soul" in this sense need 
not involve immortality, but simply the inner nature. Even the vital principle 

* " Tho Pact Divine." An Historical Study of the Christian Revelation and of the Catholic 
Chnrch. By Joseph Broeckaert, 8. J. McGowan <fc Young. 



